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Students Support Feminine Product Drive for Local Shelter
by Michael Carrick, Cassandra Keaton, Cedia Lewis, Alexus Wade

~Contributing Writers from Women in History Class In March, the Women In History 
class here at Liberty embarked on a mission 
to assist the local homeless shelter. The 
Fauquier Family Shelter serves anywhere 
from 200 to 250 people a year, over half of 
which are single mothers and their children. 
 These women encounter the ob-
stacle of their monthly menstrual cycle, 
which costs a minimum of $10 dollars a 
month in supplies. That is $10 dollars that 
she may need for food! Periods are cost-
ly, with about $260 spent in one year on 
basic feminine products. In the big pic-
ture,  women will have to buy these prod-
ucts for approximately 450 periods in her 
lifetime, so it is obviously costly. Yet, the 
government does not see feminine prod-

ucts as a necessity, with about ten million 
dollars in tax revenue being generated in 
just the state of New York in a single year. 
 Most shelters need these products 
because these items are necessary for the 
women, but they are so expensive, and 
thus not often donated. Often people think 
about food and other basic supplies, but 
forget about feminine products. It has been 
reported that when women cannot obtain 
fresh products, they will use inexpensive 
substitutions. This can cause serious inter-
nal infections. These issues can easily be 
avoided and solved by a donation of femi-
nine products. Just think about your moth-
er, sister, aunt, or grandmother in a posi-

tion like this,wouldn’t you want to help? 
 To combat this problem, the Wom-
en in History class set up a friendly compe-
tition between departments in the school to 
see who could bring in the most feminine 
products to donate for the local shelter. 
 “I think this is a good cause be-
cause I never thought about how peo-
ple in the shelter may need feminine 
products,” said senior Brianna Munley.
 “I wanted to implement a ser-
vice project into Women in History to 
provide students with opportunities to 
take what they are learning about and 
create real world solutions. Women who 
are struggling to provide for their fam-

ilies have the added worry of not being 
able to afford feminine products and our 
class decided that this drive would be a 
good way to help with that,”  said Wom-
en’s History teacher Mrs. Majerowicz. 
 “This drive spreads aware-
ness because women are forgotten 
about, as well as their needs for femi-
nine products,” said senior Sara Casto.
“I think that it is a good idea to have the drive 
because not all women have the necessi-
ties like we do,” said senior Alyshia Poole.
 If   you would like to participate in 
this unique community service opportunity, 
just see a teacher to donate feminine prod-
ucts, or take your donation to room 211.   

 This year Liberty High School 
decided to try something new by offer-
ing a safe dating workshop. From Jan-
uary 25 until April 5 in the Eagle Room, 
there are sessions held to teach students 
about positive and non-positive relation-
ships. Professional social workers Ro-
chelle Ferguson and Lauren Dracoules 
are the ones who are teaching this class. 
 Safe Dates’ primary purpose is to 
equip individuals at the school who are en-
tering the dating arena and/or advise those 
who are currently in a relationship. The 
tools students gain from this class will help 
them distinguish between positive and non-
positive relationships now and in the future. 
 “I wanted to study social work be-
cause I wanted to make a difference in my 
community by helping oppressed individ-
uals. Social work is a dynamic profession 
and involves understanding the basics of a 
lot of interestings fields, depending on what 
population you work with. Our job here is 
to help students to understand the impor-
tance of safe and healthy relationships,” 
said social worker Lauren Dracoules. 
 Some people know the signs of 
an abusive relationship such as the ob-
vious punching, scratching, or shoving. 
Abuse goes deeper than just physical 
pain; there is also emotional abuse. The 
difference between the two is physical 
abuse is being hurt externally, while emo-
tional abuse is being hurt on the inside 

or being manipulated by your partner. 
 Abusive partners are of-
ten controlling over your interaction 
with others, are inappropriately jeal-
ous, and are insulted, and/or threaten 
to leave if you do not listen to them. 
This class is here to help prevent abu-
sive relationships in high school and for 
the rest of your adult life. The class of-
fers people you can confide in if you 

ever need help or just friendly advice.  
They are professionals and they can of-
fer appropriate advice because they have 
done this before and understand how to 
handle situations with more efficiency.
 “I am an activist and advo-
cate at heart, especially when the is-
sues center on self-empowerment and 
self-improvement. Being a social work-
er places my in a position to consistent-

ly learn from others and share positive 
pieces of those experiences with others,” 
said social worker Rochelle Ferguson. 
 Students in this workshop do var-
ious activities to help us spot abusive be-
havior. They read scenarios and with ev-
erything that happens, and they decide if 
they would leave or stay in that situation. 
The class gets handouts with examples 
they can look back on. Also papers that 
they fill out remind them what they want 
and need out of a relationship. Students do 
not just learn how they should be treated, 
they also learn how to treat their partners. 
There are little  things that are considered 
abusive that usually are not seen as wrong.  
 “I feel comfortable because ev-
erything is private and the people are sweet. 
Plus everyone talks freely, so I do not feel 
judged,” said junior Courtny Cayton. 
 The Safe Date Class also offers 
advice outside of the class. They have a 
24 hour hotline that is available to anyone 
all hours of the day. They will offer advice 
to anyone on the matter that is brought up, 
even if you are not being abused but need 
guidance on how to handle a situation. 
 “One piece of advice I would 
give to a student not taking this class is 
to be okay with who you are. Do not al-
low another individual’s actions dic-
tate and/or control you,” said Fergu-
son. If you need advice on safe dating, 
see a guidance counselor at Liberty. .
 

Safe Dating Experts Stress “Love Should Be Respectful.”
by Savannah Johnson

~Staff Reporter

Abuse
Acts of violence, threats of violence, 

victim-blaming, intimidation

Reconciliation
Excuses, apologies, denial of abuse, 

victim-blaming

Calm
Incident is forgotten no abuse 

present, the “honeymoon” phase

Tension Building 
Tensions increase, breakdown of 

communication survivor is fearful

Abusive behavior typically presents in a cycle that looks like the one above. Over time, the 
cycle occurs more often and more frequently. Identifying this pattern can help survivors plan 
for safety, according to Fauquier County Domestic Violence and Sexual Assualt Advocacy 

Program (FCDVSAAP), who created this graphic.
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Letter to the 
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor are welcomed and 
will be published as space allows. Letters 
must be signed, although the staff may 
withhold the name on request. The paper 
reserves the right to edit letters for clarity. 
All letters are subject to laws governing 
obscenity, libel, privacy, and disruption 
of the school process, as are all contents 
of the school paper. Opinions in letters 
are not necessarily those of the staff, nor 
should any other opinion expressed in 
public forum be construed as the opinions 
or policy of the administration, unless so 

attributed.   

The Spring 2017
Patriot Press Staff 

Amanda Bacon- Editor-in-Chief 
Kristina Rigsby- 

Entertainment Editor
Philip James- Sports Editor 

Claire Fetgatter- Viewpoint Editor
Savannah Johnson- Staff Reporter

Julia Hoffman- Staff Reporter
Dylan Huggins- Staff Reporter

Samantha Wiener- Staff Reporter
Skylar Barrett- Staff Reporter 

Dayaveon Green- Staff Reporter
Edwin Campos- Staff Reporter

Zachary Learnard- Staff Reporter
Jaslynn Thomas- Staff Reporter 

Sarah Pender- Staff Reporter
Alyssa Brennan- Staff Reporter

Ms. Lisa Beth Miller: Advisor

The Patriot Press
The Patriot Press is a student produced 
newspaper published monthly during 
every school year. Every issue contains 
student written articles, and is designed by 
students. Our mission is to publish news, 
information, and opinion articles for the 

school and for our community.

Prom: An Evening Under The Sea
by Julia Hoffman
~Staff Reporter

 We are making it to the 
end of the year and this means ju-
niors and seniors are getting ready 
for prom. Prom is one of the last 
sentimental events for the seniors 
before they say goodbye to Liber-
ty. Most of the students love this 
time of year because it gives them 
a chance to get dressed up and 
have fun shopping with friends. 
This year’s Prom is on April 
29th, and is from 8 until 12 at 
the Fauquier County Fairgrounds 
Building. This year’s theme is 
“An Evening Under The Sea.” 
 “This year’s Prom 
theme is something we have nev-
er done before and we thought 
it would be different and fun to 
try. We want the theme to give 
off a happy, beachy vibe to get 
people excited for the warm 
weather coming,” said Junior 
SCA Advisor Ms. Lisa Miller
 Every year the junior 
class officers plan Prom so the 
seniors have a very special night. 
The officers work tirelessly to 
not only plan but also decorate 
for the event. They plan every-

thing from the color schemes, 
music, props, and food. Every 
year there is a Prom King and 
Queen along with a Prom Court.
 Liberty opens their 
prom up to individuals from oth-
er schools, however, they must 
be invited by a junior or senior 
at Liberty. They also may invite 
underclassmen. Prom is a magical 
experience for everybody who at-
tends. “I am very excited about 
Prom because even though my 
boyfriend doesn’t go here any-
more, I can still have the Prom 
experience with him and all of 
my friends. I’ve been waiting for 
Prom since I was a freshman and I 
am happy to finally be able to go,” 
said junior Savannah Johnson  
 Nobody is ever required 
to bring a date to Prom. You can 
always share the night with a 
group of friends. Prom is a night 
that the upperclassmen dream 
about all year. It is an unforget-
table night. Many of the students 
look forward to Prom all year or 
even since middle school. “I have 

been looking forward to Prom for 
two years and I am super excited 
to be going with my boyfriend,” 
said senior Hannah Brinson.
 “I have honest-
ly been looking forward to 
Prom since middle school, I 
have dreamed about how per-
fect the night is going to be,” 
said junior Brittney Kilburn.
 Prom is a formal event 
which means attendees must 
wear a tuxedo or suit or a for-
mal dress.  “I’ve been waiting 
for Prom to come once junior 
year hit and I can’t wait  to get 
the chance to dress nice with 
my friends. I really would love 
it if a fog machine was there,” 
said junior Jonathan Felder. 
 Prom can be a really ex-
pensive night but there are ways 
to save. Overall Prom should be 
really fun and worth the mon-
ey and time spent to attend and 
make the night perfect. “I have 
already spent a lot on Prom and 
since this is my first time going 
I hope it is worth the money,” 
said junior Chloe Reinberger.         

Nike or Under Armour:
Which Brand Rules?

by Sarah Pender
~Staff Reporter

 When you look through 
hallways of the school, you can 
see a majority of people wearing 
Under Armour and Nike apparel. 
Nike shoes are the most worn in 
the building and Under Armour 
sweatshirts are also a big hit. The 
stocks show that Nike has always 
been up in the sales and beating 
Under Armour. Both brands have 
to keep up with the changing sea-
sons and fashion trends. Teen-
agers are looking for something 
sporty and wearable apparel. 
 Adults like having 
something comfortable to wear 
and also something to wear 
around the house and while work-
ing out. “The brand I feel more 
comfortable in is Nike. I love the 
stretch and fabric it has to offer,” 
said freshman Briana Gibson.
 I have asked at least 
nine people on which brands they 
prefer and also did a poll on twit-
ter and most people chose Nike. 
“I feel as if Nike is better used 
for intense training and Under 
Armour is mainly used for not 
as intense training. I person-
ally wear Nike because I play 
soccer and I sweat while play-
ing. So that means I want a fab-
ric that lets me move around 

and lets me be flexible in it,” 
said freshman Bailey Simpson.
 “As a figure skater, I 
prefer Under Armour. I just like 
the way it attaches onto my skin,” 
said freshman Autumn Boaz.
 Both brands can endure 
in intense training. Everyone has a 
pro and con against the two major 
brands. Nike and Under Armour 
have always been competitors 
since the late 1990s. Nike has tons 
of  really nice apparel such as their 
windbreakers, shoes, and socks. 
“I love the soft and comfort-
able feeling that Under Armour 
has. I like to sleep in the sweat-
pants. The sweatshirts are  also 
very comfortable. I love the 
many patterns they have,” said 
freshman Giselle DeLaIglesia.
 Everyone wants this 
and that in a certain brand. Nike 
and Under Armour have tons of 
products that a lot people enjoy. 
“When I work out, I like to have 
something that will help me im-
prove my work out but still look 
cute; Nike is better in my opin-
ion,” said junior Nyemah King.
 “I like Under Armour 
shirts because they fit me better,” 
said junior Savannah Johnson.

Awaiting a Well-Deserved Break
by Samantha Wiener 

~Staff Reporter
 Spring break is a well 
deserved time off to give the 
students a little break. After we 
get back from spring break we 
really have to push to finish the 
year off strong. So let's see what 
some of our hard workers at Lib-
erty plan to do for spring break.
 “I plan to hang out 
with some friends and make 
some fun memories, like going 
shopping, going to the mov-
ies, and going to the beach,” 
said freshman Skylar Barrett.
 “I am going to a cottage 
with some close friends,” said 
freshman Kaleece Blackwell.
 “I am planing to 
have a beach trip with a 
group of my close friends, 
”said freshman Jazymn Hill.
  “I am going to Cali-
fornia with family and were go-
ing to explore around the state,” 
said freshman Jack Turner.
 “I am going to Myr-
tle Beach with my family and 
I hope to have a blast and get 
tan,” said freshman Anna Castro.
 “I am going to relax 
and give myself a break from 
school, maybe just hang out 
with some friends and have 
fun away from school for a lit-
tle,” said freshman Cailyn Hill.

 “I plan to be go-
ing to Lake Anna,  I usual-
ly go all the time over sum-
mer and I am excited to make 
even more memories there,” 
said freshman Julia Crofford.
  “I plan to work on 
archery. I have some tourna-
ments planned over spring break 
and I am excited to get bet-
ter and have more time to fo-
cus on my sport and get better’ 
said freshman Jenni Leonard.
 “I plan to chill with 
friends and keep working on 
softball to maintain my skill 
for the rest of the season,” 
said freshman Kaci Henrich
 “I am going to Flor-
ida with family for vacation,” 
said freshman Tre White.
  “I plan to hang out with 
friends and play lacrosse and have 
fun,” said freshman Emma Miller.
 “I plan to do fun things 
with my friends and play volley-
ball but definitely go shopping 
and get cute summer clothes,” 
said freshman Madi Billick.
 “I plan to have a fun 
relaxed spring break and shop a 
ton,” said freshman Sarah Pender.
 There are plenty of 
things to do if your bored over 
spring break. Like maybe starting 

a babysitting business, or getting a 
summer job to get some extra cash. 
 Also volunteering is 
a great and rewarding thing to 
do. If you have nothing to do, 
you could go volunteer your 
time to people who could use 
it. Ideas include helping run a 
food drive or maybe helping 
walk dogs at animal shelters.
 Pool parties are always 
a ton of fun to have with close 
friends. But switching it up you 
should throw one at night and have 
glow sticks for a fun glow in the 
dark party with your best friends.
 Also having a bonfire 
and making s'mores with friends is 
also a super fun night to remember 
with friends. You could take a ton 
of cute polaroid pictures, that way 
you can make a scrapbook of all 
your spring break memories with 
your friends to remember forever. 
Spring break is also the time to 
try out any food or drink recipes 
you have been wanting to try, or 
just being in bed binge watch-
ing your favorite Netflix shows. 
 Over all spring break 
is a great time to have fun and 
just take a break from reali-
ty. When we come back from 
break, the year will slowly be 
fading away and very quickly.
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Shining a Light Onto The 2017 
Grammy Awards

by Jaslynn Thomas
~Staff Reporter

 Once every year the mu-
sic industry holds an event called 
the Grammys. The Grammys 
started in 1959. A Grammy is an 
honor awarded by the recording 
academy to recognize outstanding 
achievements in the music indus-
try. This year, the Grammys were 
held at the Staples Center on Sun-
day, February 12, live on, CBS at 
5:00 p.m. The host of the night 
was James Corden. The night 
began with Corden dancing with 
backup dancers then he stopped 
the performance and began to rap 
about what was going to happen 
during the night and what celeb-
rities were going to perform on 
stage. He incuded hilarious hu-
mor about celebrities and himself.  
 There were a lot of  
great performances this year. 
Bruno Mars did a tribute to the 
legendary Prince that was tru-
ly amazing, The Weeknd per-
formed his tracks “Starboy” and 
“I Feel It Coming”. Ed Sheeran 
performed “Shape Of You” and 
Beyonce sang multiples songs 
from her album “Lemonade” and 

her performance was about her 
pregnancy with twins and moth-
erhood and just about women 
period. Beyonce’s performance 
resembled her song “Hold Up” 
a lot because she was wearing 
a yellow dress with ruffles and 
at the Grammys she was wear-
ing a yellow dress that was sim-
ilar; she had a goddess look.
 Some of the winners of 
the night were Adele “25” for al-
bum of the year. Adele also won 
song of the year for “Hello” re-
cord of the year, best pop solo, 
“Hello”, and best pop vocal al-
bum “25”. Beyonce won Best 
Urban Contemporary album for 
“Lemonade” and Best Music Vid-
eo for “Formation”. Another big 
winner of the night was Chance 
The Rapper; he won Best New 
Artist and Best Rap Performance 
for “No Problem” feat. 2 Chainz 
and Lil Wayne. He also won Best 
Rap Album for “Coloring Book”.  
Drake and Nineteen85 won for 
Best Rap song, best rap/sung col-
laboration for “Hotline Bling”.
 The group Megadeth 

won Best Metal Performance 
for “Dystopia”. Twenty-One 
Pilots won Best Duo/Group for 
“Stressed Out” The Chainsmok-
ers won best dance recording  for 
“Don’t Let Me Down” The late 
and great David Bowie won best 
rock performance,best rock song 
“Blackstar,” “Black Star” won 
Best Engineered Non Classical 
album. Lori Mckenna won best 
Country Song for “Humble and 
Kind”, Dolly Parton won Best 
Country Duo/Group performance 
for “Jolene” and Maren Morris 
won best Country Solo for “My 
Church.” Justin Timberlake won 
for “Can’t Stop The Feeling” for 
the movie “Trolls”. “Star Wars: 
The Force Awakens” won Best 
Score Soundtrack for visual me-
dia. Solange Knowles won Best 
R&B Performance for “Cranes in 
the Sky” “The Beatles: Eight Days 
a Week” won Best Music Film. 
 The Grammys is an 
event to singers and songwriters 
because they have been wait-
ing all year to reach their goals. 
and achieve a Grammy award. 

Choir In Tune and Inspired
by Skylar Barrett
~Staff Reporter

 This year chorus has 
had many highs, one of them 
being finding success and inspi-
ration from a new addition to the 
LHS family. This year we have 
a new music teacher Mrs. Shep-
pard, so let’s get to know her. “I 
have many teaching techniques. 
I like to engage my students by 
choosing music that they will 
enjoy while also teaching them 
something new. I like to plan my 
rehearsals so that the students 
know what is coming next. I also 
like to incorporate all of the sens-
es and get moving in my class. I 
want my classes to be fun,while 
it also being educational,” said 
chorus teacher Mrs. Sheppard.
 “I take music because 
it is just so relaxing and I get 
to sing  with my friends.I enjoy 
the way music makes me feel. 
My favorite part about chorus is 
when everyone in the room hits 
the right note at the right time 
that creates the perfect chord,” 
said freshman Chaeli Brooks.
 “I take music be-
cause I really enjoy learn-
ing about music,and explain-

ing knowledge about music,” 
said freshman Cora Sheppard.   
 “I teach music because I 
loved it growing up and I believe 
that it is an important subject to 
offer in schools. Music was al-
ways my best subject and my pas-
sion so I decided to make it my 
career. My mom is a teacher as 
well, so I also knew that teaching 
was something that I would enjoy 
as a career,” said Mrs. Sheppard.
 “I have sung since I 
was seven years old, and I have 
found myself constantly sing-
ing in my free time. My favor-
ite part of music is being able to 
learn to hit notes and sign riffs, 
I never thought that I could,” 
said sophomore Nada Ismael.
 “This year I have one 
goal and that is to get to know each 
and everyone one of my students 
and just to get to know Liberty 
High School, and then I can form 
my goals around what YOU need 
and work to share my knowledge 
with you,” said Mrs. Sheppard.
 “My goal this year 
is to explore my knowl-
edge more,” said C.Sheppard.

“My goal is definitely keep work-
ing towards becoming a music pro-
fessor in the future,” said Brooks.
 “My goal is to con-
tinue signing after I graduate, I 
aspire to become a singer along-
side other careers,” Ismael. 
 Many people have more 
than one inspiration. “My per-
sonal inspirations are some of 
the seniors here at Liberty,to see 
how far them have come in in-
spirational,” said C.Sheppard.
 Do you get nervous 
when you are on stage in front 
of a bunch of people, or even 
just in front of a few friends? 
Part of chorus is learning to 
deal with nervousness about 
performing in front of others. 
 “To combat stage 
fright,you have to make sure that 
you have prepared your music 
150 percent.That way, your adren-
aline makes you excited and you 
perform better .If you are not pre-
pared, then your adrenaline will 
scare you and make your perfor-
mance worse,” said Mrs.Sheppard.
 

Stress Solutions: 
How We Cope

by Dayaveon Green
~Staff Reporter

 Everybody has stress but 
how does one overcome it? How 
do you get over something that 
is constantly on your mind 24/7? 
Stress is a fact of life, meaning 
that it is a part of life. It is  okay 
to stress, but it is  not okay to be 
stressed a lot. Most people han-
dle 98% of the situations that 
mostly stresses them out suc-
cessfully. It’s the other 2% that 
gives them trouble. Some stress 
is good for you, it pumps you up, 
gives you energy, and supplies 
zest for life. It could also be de-
structive and can gnaw at you, 
sapping your energy, and over 
the years it can wear you down. 
 Stress management is 
not the process of getting rid of 
all stress. Find the appropriate 
amount of stress that stays level 
by avoiding the dangers of either 
stress overload or stress under-
load is the key. Stress overload 
and underload may be hazard-
ous for your health. Everyday 
people go through stressing 
over something like school, fo-
cusing/maintaining grades, etc. 
“I overcome stress by counting 
to ten and breathing in and out. 
I just think clearly of the posi-
tive things in life and tell myself 
that everything will be okay,” 
said sophomore Ariel Perkins.
 “I take time to myself 
and just relax. Either I take a hot 
shower or lay in bed and watch tv. 
I feel as if once I have relieved 
some stress, a ton of other stuff 
is placed on my shoulders, which 
stresses me out more. I feel like if 
you are dealing with a lot of per-
sonal stuff on top of dealing with 
school also, it causes a lot of stress 
and a heavy weight on your shoul-
ders. I get a lot of stress because 
I deal with the balance of family 
life at home and maintaining my 
grades/turning my work in on 
time. Some advice I would give 
to someone who is stressing from 
balancing their everyday life is to 
take your mind off of things and 

take some time to yourself. Take 
time to yourself  to make sure 
you’re caught up on things and 
that you’re ahead of yourself, try 
not to do so much one at a time,” 
said junior Brittany Kilburn.
 “I like to play golf, 
play videos, and play basket-
ball. I feel that gets rid of my 
stress and it is  so soothing be-
cause stress is the worst thing 
you could ever have and nobody 
wants to sit around in a funk and 
not do anything to relieve what-
ever they are stressing over,” 
sophomore Wesley McClary.
 Guidance counselors 
often deal with stressed students 
during their day. Sometimes they 
deal with student problems and/
or drama, other times they listen 
to what students are doing in their 
everyday lives, or help a student 
with their class schedule for next 
year. Guidance counselors want 
to help with the student stress be-
cause they do not want anybody 
harmed or that one problem esca-
lating more than what it was or is.
 “I talk to someone that 
is currently in my life to relieve 
my stress. To release bad stress, it 
would be better to find something 
that relates to whatever they are 
stressing over. To release good 
stress, find the good things in life 
that could be fun and healthy,” 
said counselor Mr. McCaslin.
 Stress is the occurrence 
of  adverse events that push peo-
ple to reminisce. Reminiscing 
only causes you to stress more 
and more because of whatever 
you are stressing over. If people 
just let go and get their mind off 
of that event, then he or she would 
be fine. Some things you could do 
include, going for a walk, or going 
to the gym to release some steam, 
or maybe call up a friend to vent. 
 Quietly suffering with 
stress just causes more problems, 
so never be afraid to go and talk 
to someone about your stress!
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 After watching “The 
Lego Batman Movie,” all I could 
think about was how fun it was 
to watch. I did enjoy watching 
it, and it was overall entertain-
ing. The voice actors, the writ-
ing, and the story were all very 
good. It wasn’t my favorite 
movie of the year, not by a long 
shot. But it was a very solid ad-
dition to the 2017 film lineup. 
 It is hard to judge per-
formances based on voice acting. 
There is no body language, no 
tears to cry, or no movement at 
all. Everything is based on your 
voice. I think that the voices did a 
very good job. Will Arnett stars as 
Lego Batman. Reprising his role 
from “The Lego Movie,” he stood 
out in that film, and he stood out 
in this one. He does an especially 
good job of doing a mimic of how 
you think Batman should usually 
sound. His voice sounds like he is 
gargling gravel, and it is hilarious. 
 The movie also in-
cludes Michael Cera, who 
gives a hilarious turn as Rob-
in. Zach Galifianakis also stars 
as the main bad guy, as Joker. 
The film also includes Ralph 
Fiennes, Rosario Dawson, and 
Channing Tatum. Each voice ac-
tor has their own role, and they 
all deliver great performances. 
 The story for this movie 
was actually deeper than it want-
ed you to think it was. It starts 
out early with Batman saving 
the city again. But as soon as he 
goes home, there is no one there 

to celebrate with, because of how 
alone he actually is. This has been 
a theme in all incarnations of Bat-
man, but it has never gone into 
so much depth as it is done here. 
The whole movie is basically 
about how alone Batman is, and 
how afraid he is to have another 
family. The entire movie goes on 
like that, but then immediately 
covers it up with comedic relief. 
And sometimes that got a little 
exhausting, just watching the en-
tire movie go on like that,but it 
did eventually get its point across. 
 A lot of fans were wor-
ried that this was just going to 
be another “The Lego Movie,” 
but it very much was not. And at 
some parts, I kind of wish it was. 
The jokes were not as good as 
in “The Lego Movie.” I thought 
“The Lego Movie” also had a 
better story than this movie. I 
thought that it was a very good 
idea to give Batman his own 
spin-off, considering how much 
his character was loved, but I 
am glad it did not try to recre-
ate another “The Lego Movie.”  
 The movie takes place 
in Lego Gotham City, the fiction-
al city in which Batman/Bruce 
Wayne lives. It looks visually 
amazing. I also like how they 
made the movie look like stop 
motion, rather than all anima-
tion. It makes it look more real. 
 Overall, the movie was 
entertaining. It was not fantastic, 
but it was good. I enjoyed the 
movie. I thought the voice per-
formances were great, the overall 
story was good, I did think that 
most of the jokes fell flat though. 
In my opinion, “The Lego Bat-
man Movie” is worth seeing.   

“Lego Batman Movie” 
Takes a Swoop

by Philip James
~Sports Editor

 Out of all the books you 
will read in your life, there are a se-
lect few that are really magical. If 
you have to stop reading the book, 
you are filled with an emptiness 
that cannot be described and your 
surroundings feel just a bit more 
bleak than they were before. “A 
Darker Shade of Magic” by V.E. 
Schwab  is most certainly one of 
these books. The worlds this book 
takes you to will take your breath 
away, and the story itself is a riv-
eting tale that brings the essences 
of many fantasy stories together.
 The thing with “A Dark-
er Shade of Magic” is that there 
are multiple worlds all within 
one. The main premise of this 
world is that there are multiple 
worlds that only a select few from 
a dying race of people with mag-
ic in their blood can travel to and 
from. The main character of “A 
Darker Shade of Magic” just so 
happens to be one of this race, 
the Antari. His name is Kell, and 
his job is to travel between the 
worlds as a correspondent be-
tween the rulers of each world. 
Red London, Kell’s homeworld, 
is a place where people live in 
harmony with magic and thus 
flourish. White London is a place 
where people try to make magic 
their supplicant and have conse-
quently drained their world of 
most of its magic. This world is 

cold and desolate and what few 
people still remain are constant-
ly at war with one another. Grey 
London has almost completely 
lost its magic. This world is what 
most would equate to London in 
the 1800’s. Black London is not 
really talked about anymore. Of 
the four worlds, this one had the 
most magic, and soon that mag-
ic overflowed and took over and 
destroyed almost every person 
there. Black London was shut off 
from all the other Londons, and all 
items from there were destroyed.
 For most of the be-
ginning of “A Darker Shade of 
Magic,” Kell’s life as this royal 
correspondent is shown and the 
reader gets to see the state of 
each of these Londons through 
his eyes. The main storyline does 
not even start out until the mid-
dle of the book. For other novels, 
this might be a dealbreaker, but 
for “A Darker Shade of Mag-
ic,” this actually makes the sto-
ry even better. Everything that 
has to deal with the Londons 
is what really sucks you in, so 
the fact that most of the book is 
worldbuilding really helps things. 
 The way “A Dark-
er Shade of Magic” is format-
ted is how I want most fantasy 
and sci-fi books. Sure, the sto-
ries are great, but what I real-
ly like to read about is how a 

world is different from our own.
 The real story hap-
pens when Kell unintentionally 
smuggles a relic left over from 
Black London during his nor-
mal day. This relic is basically 
pure magic- with it, even a per-
son without magic could bring 
anything to fruition (though the 
magic would soon take control 
of their body). Kell decides he 
has to take it back to Black Lon-
don to make sure no one could 
ever use the relic as a weapon.
  During the difficult 
journey to destroy the relic, he 
meets a pickpocket who dreams 
of being a pirate who vows to 
help him get rid of the relic. 
Lila (that’s her name) and Kell 
also discover a nefarious plot 
by the rulers of White London 
to take over all of the Londons.
 The world is interest-
ing, the story is great, and V.E. 
Schwab has put a lot of effort 
into making the story feel real to 
you. What more is there to love? 
And even better, the sequels, “A 
Gathering of Shadows” and “A 
Conjuring of Light,” came out 
recently, so you can jump right 
onto the next one after you have 
read “A Darker Shade of Mag-
ic.” There has also been talk 
of “A Darker Shade of Magic” 
being adapted into a TV show.

Step Right Into The Pages of  
“A Darker Shade of Magic” 

by Claire Fetgatter
~Viewpoint Editor

 This month I decided 
that the two places that  I would 
go to would be Outback Steak-
house and Longhorn Steakhouse.  
 The first place that I 
went was Outback. I tend to go 
there more often than Longhorn 
just because I normally like their 
service and food more. I went on 
a Tuesday evening, so it was not 
too busy, but for some reason the 
service that night was absolutely 
terrible. At first, I was tempted 
to leave, but I decided to stick 
it out and just hope for the best.
 The atmosphere in 
Outback is very calming and 
quiet whenever they do not 
get too busy, but the place 
does get pretty loud whenev-
er you do go on a busy night. 
 When I first arrived, the 
people did not seem too friend-
ly, and all kind of seemed to be 
in a bad type of mood.  When 
I sat down, I ordered a ribeye 

with a baked potato and a salad. 
 The first thing I have to 
say is that I am disappointed with 
is that I ordered a medium rare 
steak and they brought me out a 
steak that was cooked well done. 
If I am paying 25 dollars for a 
steak, I better get exactly what I 
am paying for. The baked potato 
was alright, it was kind of cold 
when I got around to eating it, 
which was disappointing because 
I started eating it not that long af-
ter taking a bite into my steak. The 
thing that I ordered from there 
that I did like was their salad. It 
had a great mixture of everything. 
 The next place that I went 
to was Longhorn. I went to Long-
horn on a Saturday night, and let’s 
say it was pretty busy, but overall 
this trip was well worth the wait. 
 The atmosphere in 
Longhorn is a lot more rowdy and 

at first I did not want to stay be-
cause I am not a fan of loud envi-
ronments, but when they took me 
to my table and when I sat down, 
the noise actually went down. It 
was literally like someone had 
taken a remote and muted the 
whole restaurant, and I liked that! 
Since the whole point of food 
wars is to get something similar 
that the two restaurants have in 
common, I also picked a ribeye 
with a baked potato and a salad. 
 The thing that I actual-
ly liked about the ribeye is that 
it had a wonderful flavor to it, 
and that it actually was medi-
um rare liked I had ordered. The 
one thing that I was not a fan of 
was their salad that they offered. 
The salad was not very good 
because the lettuce was dead 
looking and not pleasing at all. 
 After some consider-
ation I have to choose Longhorn 
Steakhouse as this month's winner. 

Food Wars: Battle of the Steaks
by Amanda Bacon
~Editor-in-Chief
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 The Too Faced Sweet 
Peach collection has taken all 
the most recent makeup fanatics’ 
money. The whole collection con-
sists of the Sweet Peach eyeshad-
ow palette, Sweet Peach Glow 
highlighting palette, Papa Don’t 
Peach blush, and Sweet Peach 
Creamy Peach Oil lip gloss. 
 The entire collection has 
a different range of prices, the 
eyeshadow palette costs 49 dol-
lars and there are 18 shades that 
represent spring colors. The in-
dividual shade colors would cost 
about $2.72. That is not too bad 
of a price, the one thing about it 
is that in my palette there were at 
least three duds, not including the 
three duds,  it would be 15 shades 
for $3.26 and to me that is a lit-
tle pricey for an individual shade. 
The glow highlighter palette cost 
42 dollars, and there are three 
shades. The three shade colors 
that are in the palette would cost 
about $14, which to me is a lit-
tle pricey because the blush that 
comes in this palette has the most 
product, and if I was buying a 
glow highlighter palette I would 
want more of the highlight shade. 
The blush cost 30 dollars and 
there is only one shade. The blush 
is a peach color and has more 
of a natural sheen to it. They 
also infused some shimmer into 
so it gives you a subtle glow. 
 The oil lip glosses are 
19 dollars and there are eight 

shades in this collection ranging 
from light peach colors to bright 
pink peach colors. For 19 dollars, 
I think that this is a fair price be-
cause a lot of higher up brands 
will charge up to 30 dollars just 
for a gloss! The lightest shade that 
comes in this collection is called 
“Peach Fuzz” and it is considered 
a peachy nude color. The darkest 
shade that is in this collection is 
called “Tickle-Me-Peach” and it 
is considered a watermelon color. 
 The eyeshadow palette 
is probably one of the things I 
would want to spend a majority of 
my money on, and that is because 
it comes with 18 eyeshadows and 
that is a lot of individual products 
for one little thing.  There is an ar-
rangement of 11 shimmer shades 
and seven matte shades. Some of 
the shimmer shades have more 
pigment than others, “Luscious” 
and “Bellini” are two  of my fa-
vorite shimmer shades in the 
palette and my two least favor-

ite colors in the palette are “Talk 
Derby To Me” and “Tempting.”
I am not really a fan of the glow 
highlighter palette because you 
do not get much of the highlight-
er color in the palette. When I 
swatched it, the color payoff hon-
estly was not good. The highlight 
color was not very good-it was 
very chunky and it was just plain 
shimmer, not a glow. The bronzer 
color was the best color in the 
palette. The color payoff was very 
good, and the only reason why I 
am not a fan of it is because it has 
shimmer in it. The blush color was 
alright, but nothing spectacular.
 The blush I think was 
another hit because it was some-
thing that Too Faced actually 
brought back, just repackaged 
differently and made the formula 
better. The only thing that I could 
complain about was that it was 
very chunky when I swatched it. 
 The oil lip glosses I 
think would be a good deal, be-
cause they are only 19 dollars and 
that is such a steal. I personal-
ly only like one shade that is in 
this collection and that is “Papa 
Don’t Peach” because that is the 
perfect nude shade color for me. 
Most of the people that I have 
recommended the lip oils, along 
with the color have enjoyed 
this product as much as I do. 

Are You Feelin’ Peachy?
by Amanda Bacon
~Editor-in-Chief

 Rihanna just released 
a new album called “Anti”. The 
album was released on January 
28. This album is the eighth al-
bum that Rihanna has done in 
her singing career. Rihanna is 
a singer/songwriter/actress and 
a multi recording artist. She be-
gan her career in Barbados (a 
country in the Caribbean).She 
was born in Saint Michael and 
raised in Bridgetown.When she 
got a bit older, she moved to the 
United States for  a better music 
career. A music producer was 
visiting Barbados and he heard 
Rihanna sing with her girl group 
and fell in love with her voice, 
deciding he only wanted her.
 So after she came to 
the United States, Rihanna was 
signed to Def Jam Records. 
Now, Rihanna works with Roc 
Nation aka Jay Z management 
company.Eight months later, she 
released her first single “Pon de 
Replay”and it went no.2 on the 
Billboard singles chart and in that 
same month her first album came 
out called “Music of the Sun”and 
it reached no.10 on Billboard al-
bums chart also.When Rihanna 
released her second album that's 
when people started knowing the 
name Rihanna and she started to 
blow up from that.The songs on 
her first album that got popular 
were “Unfaithful”and “SoS.” 

”SoS” became Rihanna's first 
No.1 single. One of Rihanna's 
first songs that became popular 
was “Umbrella” and it earned 
Rihanna's first grammy award 
for best rap/song collaboration.
  On Rihanna's new al-
bum, she has 13 songs, includ-
ing, “James Joint”, “Kiss it 
Better”and one of  her popular 
songs “Work”feat. Drake..Rihan-
na’s most popular albums include 
“Talk That Talk”, “Good girl gone 
bad”,’’A Girl Like Me”, “Rated 
R””Unapologetic”, “Loud”and 
the more recent album “Anti”. 
 Rihanna has won many 
music awards, from the People's 
Choice Awards to the Billboard 
Music Awards.She also won the 
Brit World for international fe-
male award solo artist and Nrj mu-
sic award. Besides music awards 
Rihanna has also won Fashion 
awards and also movie awards.
 Rihanna has done a lot 
of collaborations and one of her 
most famous collabs was her and 
Eminem for  the songs “Love The 
Way you lie” & “The Monsters”. 
Rihanna has also worked with 
Kanye West for “Famous”and 
Mikky Ekko for “Stay”. Rihanna 
sang with Shakira as a  feat. on the 
song “Can't Remember To Forget 
You”. Rihanna has achieved suc-
cess in the past and present, so let's 
hope she maintains her success.

Rihanna Puts in 
“Work, Work, Work”

by Jaslynn Thomas
~Staff Reporter

Sam Bratcher-Senior
1. Michael Buble-
“I Believe in You”

2. Zedd and Alessia Cara 
“Stay”

3. The Chainsmokers and 
Coldplay-

“Something Just Like This”
4. Alan Walker-

“Alone”
5. Of Monsters & Men-
“King and Lionheart”

6. Amber Run-
“I Found”
7. Bastille-

“Of the Night”
8. Years & Years-

“Eyes Shut”

Edwin Campos-
Freshman

1. Ed Sheeran- “Shape Of 
You”

2.The Weeknd ft. Daft 
Punk- “I Feel Like”

3.Bruno Mars- “That’s 
What I Like”

4.Marian Hill- “Down”
5.Drake- “Fake Love”

6.Linkin Park ft. Kiiara- 
“Heavy”

7.Partynextdoor- “Not 
Nice”

8.Linkin Park- “New 
Divide” 

Alyssa Brennan-
Sophomore

1. Brett Eldredge- “Don’t 
Ya”

2. Tim McGraw- “Don’t 
Take The Girl”

3. Carrie Underwood- 
“Dirty Laundry”

4. Kenny Chesney- “When 
The Sun Goes Down”

5. Dierks Bentley- “5-1-5-
0”

6. Brett Eldredge- “Lose 
My Mind”

7. Luke Bryan- “Kick The 
Dust Up”

8. Dierks Bentley- “On A 
Plane”

What’s On 
Your 

Playlist?

Courtney Fox-
Junior

1. Good- “Better than 
Easy”

2. 1985- “Bowling for 
Soup”

3. Blink 182- “Bored to 
Death”

4. Mayday Parade- “One 
of Us”

5. Panic! At the Disco- 
“Death of a Bachelor”
6. Grace Kelly- “Mika”
7. Mr. Brightside- “The 

Killer”
8. Andy Grammer- “Fine 

by Me” 
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 In the theatre world, 
many different roles are played. 
Many people think that if you 
are interested in theater, then you 
must be an actor/actress, how-
ever, there are many more as-
pects to theatre than just acting. 
 Some of the different 
positions include stage managing, 
costume designing, set building, 
light directing, directing, sound 
board, and tech work. This only 
scratches the surface of just how 
many things can be done in theatre.  
 Up until recently, I pri-
marily was an actress. I love be-
ing on stage and working with so 
many great people. The dynamics 
of acting are just so complex and 
interesting and I have fallen in 
love with acting in general. My 
freshman year I was in Liberty’s 
production of “Grease” as an 
ensemble member. I was basi-
cally just in the background as a 
fill-in but the best part was that 
I was on stage in almost every 
scene. I had to memorize almost 
all of the songs and learn so many 
different choreography pieces. It 
was definitely my favorite show. 
 Recently, I had a main 
role in “Seven Times Lucky” as 
Ellie, a child-like, innocent per-
sonality of Stephen, the main 
character who had multiple per-
sonality disorder. This show was 
definitely one of my favorites and 
I had the best time working on it.
 As many students know, 
this year, the drama club is do-
ing “The Wizard of Oz” for their 
spring musical. This is one of 
my favorite shows EVER. Un-
fortunately, due to some health 
concerns, I could not audition. 
 However, Mrs. Clag-
gett, the drama club supervi-
sor, asked me to be the ASM, 
or Assistant Stage Manager. I 
had never done anything oth-
er than act before so I was real-

ly nervous about it, but excited. 
 The first major differ-
ence I noticed was that unlike 
acting, managing is about crowd 
control. The stage manager not 
only makes sure that the cast is 
where they’re supposed to be, 
when they are supposed to be 
there, but records blocking of 
scenes, checks cast members in, 
and records notes and schedules 
of all rehearsals. For example, if 
someone is late, that will be writ-
ten in that day’s rehearsal notes. 
 This is much different 
than with acting. When I was 
doing “Grease,”  it was pretty 
much mandatory to be at every 
rehearsal. If you missed one, 
then you missed a ton of block-
ing, singing, or choreography. I 
would say that being in the en-
semble or a main character has 
a lot more stress on me than as-
sisting in stage managing. How-
ever, this might be different if 
I was the main stage manager. 
 For example, if the stage 
manager is working on writing 
down blocking, but someone 
backstage needs help with build-
ing a set piece, then the assistant 
stage manager could be asked 
to go help the person backstage. 
 In my experience, when 
you are involved in the acting 
aspect of theatre, you are doing 
the same thing every rehears-
al, preparing to memorize lines 
and produce a show. With stage 
managing, you are doing many 
different things, all at one time. 
 So far in my experience, 
I really enjoy being ASM. I love 
the people I am working with and 
I really love getting to go into 
this new experience. I am not 
only gaining skills and work ex-
perience, but learning many dif-
ferent things.  Overall, I do love 
to be on stage and acting, but I 
do not prefer one over the other. 

Managing the Drama 
by Kristina Rigsby

~Entertainment Editor

 Liberty High School 
always loves a new addition to 
its big, happy family. This year, 
Liberty has added Mrs. Leah 
Claggett to its roster of teachers. 
She has joined Liberty this year 
all the way from West Virginia. 
Almost every student that has had 
her has great reviews for her. She 
has taken on a crazy schedule, but 
she has taken on the challenge. 
Mrs. Claggett has joined at the 
beginning of the year and has 
already started to enjoy Liberty. 
 “The school is great. I 
have a super supportive English 
and fine arts department that are 
always there with advice or help 
when I need them.  The adminis-
tration and counseling have been 
great at answering questions and 
acting as a cheering squad while 
I transition into this year. Hav-
ing a positive work environment 
really helps to create a thriving 
program,”  said Mrs. Claggett. 
 And even though 
she is fitting in great here, 
things were way different at 

the other school she taught at. 
  “Before teaching at Lib-
erty, I taught kids from 2 years 
old to college. I worked primarily 
with core curriculum and taught/
worked in theatre on the side. 
If I was teaching theatre, it was 
more part-time. It’s great being 
here at Liberty where the two 
worlds collide!,” said Claggett. 
 Mrs. Claggett has taken 
on the drama program here at Lib-
erty, and that is a lot of responsi-
bility to take on for a new teacher. 
But students have said she is han-
dling it great. We even asked her 
if it is hard to balance everything. 
 “It really takes a sched-
ule and routine to keep life sane. It’ 
helps that this job doesn’t always 
feel like a job; it’s a passion. My 
goal is to set the stage and frame-
work for years to come so that the 
department feels more like a well-
oiled machine.” said Claggett. 
 Mrs. Claggett has 
been working here for al-
most a year, and she already 
hopes to stick around. She 

even has some long term goals. 
 “I want to instill a love 
of the arts. I want to inspire stu-
dents that theatre is a subject to 
be studied, and it can be a suc-
cessful job. I want to engage my 
students in the richness of theatre 
history, the culture of character-
ization, and the magic behind 
the scenes. I want to prepare and 
challenge students to continue 
theatre in their adult lives, and I 
hope to show that theatre betters 
your quality of life. Finally, I 
hope to use theatre to help other 
teachers engage students more 
in their classrooms, bringing sto-
ries to life and help the students 
to think more critically and cre-
atively. Liberty feels like home. 
Liberty theatre is not just a job, it 
is a lifestyle and a calling. I am 
thankful that I have been called to 
this place at this time in my life,”
said Claggett. 
 She has been compli-
mented on her teaching style, 
and she cannot wait to spend 
more years here at Liberty. 

Mrs. Claggett Joins LHS Family
by Philip James
~Sports  Editor

Jessica 
Singley~
Dorothy

Justice
Plymale~

Scarecrow

Jonathan 
Felder~ 
Tin Man

Christian 
Maya~ 

Cowardly 
Lion 
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 A movie containing co-
medic, musical, and fantasy as-
pects has gradually become an 
icon for American popular cul-
ture. This movie is well known as 
“The Wizard of Oz”, the 1939 film 
classic that remains immensely 
popular today. Directed by Victor 
Fleming and produced by Mervyn 
LeRoy, this 1939 original movie 
became known as one of the best 
films in history. Though directed 
and broadcasted so long ago, “The 
Wizard of Oz” is still watched by 
children and families all around 
the world. Currently, our very 
own, Liberty High School, is 
preparing to showcase “The Wiz-
ard of Oz” musical this spring.
 “I remember watching it 
with my sister at my grandfather’s 
house while eating popcorn. My 
favorite character, though, would 
have to be the tin man because I 
liked the actor who played him,” 
said sophomore Noah Johnson.
 “I just sat on the couch 
with my family and we all watched 
it together. I know that I loved the 
lion only because he wasn’t like 
any other lion I have ever seen,” 
said sophomore Emily James.
 “My family just always 

sat together and watched it, but 
my favorite character is Toto, of 
course, because he’s so cute,” said 
sophomore Shannon Murray.
  “At my Grandma’s house 
and I adored the lion because he 
was the most relatable in the mov-
ie. He was trying to find courage 
and I can relate to that because I 
was and I actually still am find-
ing courage for certain things,” 
said senior Taylor Edwards. 
 Others mostly had fa-
vorite characters because their 
memories are the same as every-
one else’s: sitting on the couch 
with  family, eating popcorn, 
etc.  “I really liked Toto be-
cause he wasn’t problematic. I 
liked the witches in the movie as 
well, the good witch, the wicked 
witch of the west, and the one 
that was crushed by the house,” 
said sophomore Erica Vance. 
 In case anyone is curious 
about whom this witch was, it was 
the wicked witch of the east that 
was crushed by Dorothy’s house in 
the beginning of the movie. She’s 
only briefly mentioned by the 
good witch of the north (A.K.A. 
Glenda). Another character that 
is well liked is the scarecrow. 

 “I like the scarecrow 
because he’s really sarcastic but 
sweet at the same time. It makes 
his character fun to watch,” 
said freshman Ngozi Alia.
 “I was always scared 
of the flying monkeys! Granted 
I was three when I first saw it,” 
said sophomore Anna Hockman.
 “In 5th grade, I dressed 
up as Dorothy for Hallow-
een; the ruby slippers, pig-
tail braids and all,” said Vance. 
 “The Wizard of Oz” 
has been watched by millions of 
people across the world, and is 
still watched today. Still, young 
children dress up as characters 
for Halloween, families gath-
er together and enjoy a movie 
night, and schools recite plays. 
The movie and musical is still ex-
tremely popular and well-liked.
The original film might have been 
created many years ago, but it 
still finds its way into our hearts 
(and on our television screens).
Come out and see LHS’s perfor-
mance of “The Wizard of Oz!”

Somewhere Over The Rainbow
by Alyssa Brennan 

~Staff Reporter 

 Liberty High School 
Theater department is putting 
on the wonderful show  called, 
“The Wizard of Oz.” They have 
been working on this for quite 
some time. So much work goes 
into putting on an production like 
this, from costumes to wardrobe 
to hair and makeup. It is a long 
process to put together a well 
rounded performance, but all of 
these students are very dedicat-
ed to this play and making it a s 
great Liberty High School pro-
duction. The whole cast is ded-
icated to put on a great show. 
 “Everything is go-
ing pretty well. Everyone gets 
along pretty well. I took a 
chance when joining theater 
and I'm glad I pushed myself 
to do that because I really en-
joy it,” said Elanie Carroll. 
 Playing Glinda, soph-
omore Angie Kim said her first 
role was in 6th grade as a stat-
ue. She has moved schools very 
many times, so joining theater 
really opened up new opportuni-
ties for her to make close friends. 

 “Everything's coming 
together pretty well but the cast 
could use getting a little bit closer 
to benefit the theater,” said Kim.
 Senior Christian Maya 
will be playing the lion. He 
was an extra in “Grease” as 
his first role, but also played a 
character in “Ten Ways to Sur-
vive a Zombie Apocalypse”. 
 “We are all one big 
family. My favorite scene is 
when I pop out from under the 
rock. If you’re thinking about 
joining theater, you should do 
it because it is so easy to be 
friends with everyone and put 
on a great show,” said Maya.
  Sophomore Jonathan 
Felder has been cast as the tin 
man, and has also been involved 
with “Damn Yankees.” How-
ever, he started his acting ca-
reer when he was quite young.
 “The first ever play I 
did was saying the Pledge of 
Allegiance when I was five in 
front of a group of people. I 
got into theater when my mom 
told me I was being dramatic 

and needed to act,” said Felder. 
 Junior Jessica Singley 
was cast as Dorothy, the main char-
acter. Her first role was Sohovik, 
a Russian baseball player in last 
year’s musical, “Damn Yankees.” 
 “Every scene in this 
play is my favorite. I have al-
ways loved theater and last year, 
my best friend convinced me to 
try out. Besides theater, I really 
love to ride horses and play the 
ukulele and guitar,” said Singley. 
 Lastly, the Wizard will 
be played by Evan Nary. Nary 
was in “Damn Yankees”, as well 
as playing Eugene in “Grease.”
   “What made me join 
theater was that I  love to act 
and love movies. I have seen so 
many movies and because of that 
it made me  have a passion for 
theater from the very start. LHS 
is in for a great show, ” said Nary. 
 Overall, all of these peo-
ple seem to be extremely dedicat-
ed to making an amazing spring 
time show for everyone to come 
out and enjoy. Be there to see 
“The Wizard of Oz!”  

Spring Musical Cast Is Off to See 
the Wizard!

by Samantha Wiener 
~Staff Reporter

 Liberty’s drama club 
is performing “The Wizard of 
Oz” for their spring musical. 
Auditions were held in early 
January, shortly after Winter 
Break. The cast began work-
ing on the show a few weeks 
after the cast list was posted. 
 “I managed to be cast 
as Dorothy, which is a huge ac-
complishment for me. I love 
this role because it is a big 
challenge and I have pretty big 
shoes to fill, but I am super 
pleased to have this opportuni-
ty,” said junior Jessica Singley.
 Different students of all 
different grade levels were cast as 
main roles and ensemble members.
 “I am playing as the 
Cowardly Lion. I created this 
voice that I thought fit my char-
acter and I think it is pretty funny, 
yet annoying at the same time. I 
made the Lion this over dramat-
ic prima donna character who is 
really the comedic relief of the 
play,” said senior Christian Maya.
 For many cast mem-
bers, this is their first time as a 
lead role. Those who have not 
been involved in theatre may be 
listed as an ensemble member, 
but rather to get their feet wet as 
to what is happening on stage.
 “I was cast as the Tin 
Man and I really love basically 
everything about the character,” 
said sophomore Jonathan Felder.
 There are three differ-
ent types of rehearsal, but they 
can intertwine. There are music 
rehearsals, acting rehearsals, and 
dance rehearsals. Because there 
is so much content and work to 
do in the production, separate re-
hearsals focus on main points and 
makes the production possible. 
Two different rehearsals can go 
on all at the same time. For exam-
ple, some characters might be in 
the chorus room working on  mu-
sic, while other characters might 
be in the auditorium working 
on blocking and running lines.
 “I am playing the Wiz-
ard of Oz. My favorite rehears-
al is definitely acting because I 
LOVE to act! I dance and sing 
to music on my own time, but 
there is nothing better than act-
ing rehearsals. I cannot really ex-
plain why I love it so much, but 
I just do,” said senior Evan Nary. 
 Working on a musical 

might seem like a ton of fun, 
however, a lot of work is going 
into it. It can sometimes be dif-
ficult to mix hard rehearsals with 
school work and student life. 
 “The hardest part is 
probably just putting everything 
together at once. For example, the 
choreography, acting, singing, but 
with a bunch of practice and repe-
tition, it gets easier!” said Singley.
 “The most challeng-
ing thing about WOZ is being a 
good leader. Of course, it is fun 
to goof off with your friends and 
talk in between everything, but 
being a senior and having this 
big role is a big responsibility. 
I have to lead by example and 
that means I can’t do everything 
else the freshmen and sopho-
mores are doing,” said Maya.
 Putting aside all the 
hard work and time management, 
working on a musical can also be 
extremely fun and especially re-
warding. No sport or after school 
activity is all work and no play. 
 “It has a great aura 
honestly, really it’s all happi-
ness. Everyone really wants 
to be here and work with each 
other and it’s such a nice en-
semble feeling,” said Singley. 
 If the interest to join 
theatre or a spring musical 
has ever occurred, the time 
to decide is now! Theatre in-
volves many aspects and can 
be a fun, enjoyable experience. 
 “My advice for anyone 
who wants to audition for next 
year’s musical but doesn’t think 
they have the courage is to put 
your best foot forth and go for it. 
Chances are, you will land a role 
and you make some really awe-
some friends in the theatre de-
partment. Even if you don’t want 
to act, you can always work back-
stage or with tech,” said Maya. 
 “Do it if you love it. 
You get to spend time with your 
friends all while doing what 
you love. The musicals real-
ly attract bigger crowds, but 
don’t be nervous. Everyone has 
awesome talents,” said Nary.
 Be sure to come see 
the Wizard of Oz on April 
20, 21, 22, and 23, 2017!

WOZ Production 
Heads Down the 

Yellow Brick Road
by Kristina Rigsby

~Entertainment Editor
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‘Tis The Season For Dingers

  by Skylar Barret
~Staff Reporter 

 As spring approach-
es it brings warm weather, and 
boys baseball. This year the 
team hopes to be successful 
in their district and hopeful-
ly make it to states. 
 “This year I want to im-
prove as a player, and as a team 
to have a successful season,” 
said junior Logan Meriwether.
 “This season my goals 
are to stay focused the whole 
season, play to the best of  my 
ability, and to keep a positive at-
titude throughout the whole sea-
son,” said junior Brian Storey.
 “This season my 
goal is simply to beat Fau-
quier High School,” said 
sophomore Jacob Chinault.
 “My goal this season is to 
be a starting catcher for the varsity 
team. I think it would be so cool 
if I got to start varsity as a fresh-
man,” said freshman Colby Neal. 
 Every player has their 
own role on the field. All play 
different positions, and they 
all contribute to the game. 
 “I play center field, 
because it’s so fun. Center 
field is the captain of the out-
field, which is really cool,” 

said junior Logan Meriwether.
 “I play shortstop and 
I really enjoy playing there be-
cause most of the ground balls 
come my way during the games, 
so there is usually never a game 
where I do not get a lot of ac-
tion,” said junior Brian Storey.
 “The position I play is 
catcher, I love being the catch-
er because I feel like the team is 
always  depending on me. Like 
when the ball is hit way out to 
center field, and there is a run-
ner coming home, it is up to me 
to make sure that when the ball 
gets to me that I catch it and 
tag the runner coming home,” 
said freshman Colby Neal.
 “My position is short-
stop, I like playing there because 
it makes most of the plays,” said 
sophomore Jacob Chinault.  
 Most of the boys find a 
meaningful purpose in the sport 
and are inspired by their family 
members, or someone close to 
them. They all have their own, 
individual drive to play the game.
 ”My inspiration is defi-
nitely my dad, because he push-
es me to be my best. He is the 
reason that I am playing today,” 

said junior Logan Meriwether.
 “My inspiration is my 
dad. I have looked up to him 
since he got me started play-
ing baseball when I was 6 years 
old. He has been pushing me to 
grow in the sport all these years 
and he has never given up on 
me,” said junior Brian Storey.
 “My brother is defi-
nitely my inspiration to play 
baseball. I really look up to 
him, and appreciate all he has 
done for me,” said sopho-
more Jacob Chinault. 
 “My dad is my inspi-
ration definitely, because he has 
done so much to help me suc-
ceed in baseball. He has never 
given up on me and is always 
there to support me. I really ap-
preciate it, and it definitely boosts 
my confidence to know that,” 
said freshman Logan Rodney 
            “Deputy Myer is defi-
nitely my inspiration, because 
he is always there to help 
me get better at my game.” 
said freshman Elijah Wolfe. 
 This year’s baseball 
team has a lot of talent, and a lot 
of drive. Liberty High School ex-
pects to see great things.  

Girls Softball: Sliding 
Into a New Season 

by Savannah Johnson 
~Staff Reporter

 The softball girls ended 
the 2016 season with 13 wins and 
only 4 losses. The girls are com-
ing into this season ready to play 
and very confident that this season 
will go even better than the last.                                                                                                                                           
 “I am very excited 
for this season; we are losing 
a couple of  starters from last 
year, but I am still confident 
that we will have a good sea-
son,” said junior Ally Fitzwater. 
 “I started coaching soft-
ball because of my love for the 
game. Through my time with the 
girls I have loved their work eth-
ic, personalities, and passion for 
the game and enjoy my time with 
them. I look forward to this season 
to watch my girls succeed on and 
off the field,” said Coach Duda. 
 Softball requires power 
and quickness and this year’s team 
shows a lot of  talent in those ar-
eas. It also takes dedication. The 
commitment to be their for prac-
tice every single day, to be ready 
before games, and to always try 
to improve themselves as play-
ers. The drive to always improve 
their game is very prominent part 
in the players individual success. 
 “Hitting ten extra 
balls or fielding for another 30 
minutes may feel taxing, but 
it’s moments like that matter 
and make you a better player,” 
said senior Kourtney Leazer. 
 Having a coach such as 
Michael Duda or Ryan Washing-
ton plays a big role in the game 
of softball as well. Their job is 
not to only teach their players 
but to encourage them and push 

them to be the best they can be.  
 Being a part of  a team 
and being able to work together 
is very important in softball. As 
a team they need to be able to 
work together and communicate. 
There are nine different positions 
and they all furnish the game. 
Teammates need to be able to 
talk to each other and understand 
the play so they can have suc-
cessful wins and a better season. 
 This year the team has 
the chance to place in conference 
and/or excel to the state champi-
onship.  With the talent, dedica-
tion and athletic ability the 2017 
softball team has they have very 
high possibility to go very far.  
 “It’ll be a lot differ-
ent from last year due to some 
of our starters not playing, but 
yes, I am excited. We have some 
good potential and I’m excited 
to see how far we will get this 
year,” said junior Elizabeth Waln. 
 “I am very excited since 
I’m a freshman on varsity. It’s 
pretty cool to have that feeling 
of accomplishment. Tryouts were 
pretty much what I expected. It 
is relaxed and they give you a lot 
of more respect and freedom to 
do what you want on the field,” 
said freshman Madison Radcliffe. 
 Softball, like any 
other sport, will be frustrat-
ing, agonizing, or irritating at 
times, but it is also rewarding, 
fun, stress relieving, and de-
lightful to be around the team. 
 There is no better 
feeling than winning a game 
with such a dedicated team.

 Tennis Team is Going to Ace It!
by Claire Fetgatter
~Viewpoint Editor Right now, the tennis 

team is busy practicing and pre-
paring for the season to come. 
Veterans and new players alike 
have joined Liberty’s girls ten-
nis team, and some people on the 
team think this gives them an edge 
against their future competitors.
 “I believe our team is 
stronger this year than it has been 
in the past. Some of our girls have 
played throughout the offseason 
and kept up their skills, which is 
amazing. It is also great so see 
a lot of new people out on the 
courts, trying to gain new skills,“ 
said junior Bethany Mizelle.
 On the boys tennis 
team, players have a similar op-
timism about their future per-
formance at tennis matches.
 “This year, the boys ten-
nis team has a lot of new team 
members. It may be a slow season 
at first as everyone is just starting 
to get the hang of things, but I 
think the tennis team will do well 
by the end of the season,” said 
sophomore Collin Locuratolo. 
Some members have joined 
the tennis team because of oth-
er people’s good experiences.
 “This is my first year 

playing tennis as part of a team. 
I joined because my boyfriend 
said he had a good experience 
playing for Liberty, and I always 
had a blast playing with him, so 
I decided to try out for myself. 
Playing tennis with the Liberty 
tennis team brings out my com-
petitive side and that makes it 
even more fun.  It is harder than 
I thought, but the ‘vets’ on the 
team have helped me and they 
are very nice. I am definitely 
looking forward to this season,” 
said junior Savannah Johnson. 
 No matter how expe-
rienced or inexperienced the 
new members of Liberty’s ten-
nis team are, they can count 
on the help of their teammates.
 “This is my first year 
being in a tennis team, and it 
seems like that’s the case for a 
lot of other people in the team, 
A lot of us are inexperienced, but 
I think we’ll do well by the time 
we compete for the first time,” 
said sophomore Austin Deane. 
 “My teammates are 
very friendly and always bring 
their best game to the courts.  
I’m glad to be on the team with 

them,” said junior Amy Lee. 
 “I believe that we will 
be better this year. We do have a 
lot of new players, but there’s still 
a lot of tennis players from pre-
vious years, as well.  If we prac-
tice even harder than last year, 
we will definitely have a better 
shot of improving ourselves and 
winning some more matches,”
said sophmore Austin Deane.  
 Almost all the claims 
of the tennis players can be val-
idated by one of the coaches.
 “Things have been a 
little hectic since I am coaching 
both boys and girls.  There are 
about 24 boys and girls trying 
out. I have a lot of returning play-
ers that have been practicing in 
private lessons, so I am excited 
to see how they have improved. 
The boys team will be made up 
of mostly new players, but all are 
very talented individuals.  Both 
teams should perform very well 
this season,” said Coach Sinnott.
After hearing about the number 
of students who joined the tennis 
team this year and talking to some 
of the tennis players, it seems as 
if Liberty is more excited about 
the tennis team than ever before. 

Junior Courtney Fox, gets ready to take her 
postion in the field. Photo courtesy of Talon 

Yearbook Staff.
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Boys Soccer Has High 

Goals in Mind
by Edwin Campos
~Staff Reporter

 Soccer has been pop-
ular for a long time, a lot of 
people around the world play 
soccer with friends and family.  
 What makes this year’s 
soccer team really special is 
that everyone helps each other. 
 “I really love how ev-
eryone is involved and playing 
and my goal for all of us is to get 
out of conference and get to the 
regionals,” said Coach McLeod. 
 Soccer is a good way 
to improve your skills in kicking 
and stopping the ball when you 
are playing as a goalie. In order 
to be good at soccer  you need to 
be good with your speed, under-
standing the plays, and also play 
matches to tire yourself out. The 
biggest thing that is important is 
teamwork; every sport you play is 
requires teamwork because with-
out other players helping each 
other out, it will not turn out well.  
 Last year, Liberty’s 
soccer team had 3 wins and 
10 losses, but a lot of things 
can change in just one year.
 “I like how it’s very 
competitive and how we beat 
the other teams, also my goal is 
to make it to the tournament,” 
said jv player Carlos Rodriguez.
 Practicing before a 
game starts is actually good for 
you, because if you started the 
game without at least doing an 
exercise, then you might pull 
a muscle. Move your leg mus-
cles and arms around so that 
your muscles can be flexible. 
Also, do a little bit of drills so 
that you can get use to moving 
the ball around with your legs. 
 “I’ve been playing 
soccer for about 15 years or 
so, give or take, and this year. 
I want to have a great season 
with my team members,” said 

varsity player Raul Barboza. 
 Soccer does not really 
mean to be winning all the time, 
it just means that you’re hav-
ing a great time playing soccer 
with your friends/team members. 
 Before the games 
start, jv and varsity do 30 min-
utes to an hour of practice.
 Both jv and varsity have 
a strong work ethic. The ath-
letes are very competitive and 
also work hard both in school 
and soccer. If you are failing 
one class then you will not be 
able to play, and you will get 
kicked off the team. Being on 
the team requires good grades.
 “My main goal for this 
year is to score ten goals in a 
row and I like how every time I 
play soccer, my distractions are 
lost and my mind is clear, and I 
have fun playing with my team 
members during the games,” 
said jv player Kelvin Vasquez.
 Almost everyone has 
the same main goal, They want 
to make it to states. Anything is 
possible you just have to want it 
really badly, people say that when 
you want something really badly 
you get it, but you have to work 
for it first and then earn towards it. 
 “I really love soccer be-
cause I like to make goals and 
beat other teams and also make 
new friends while playing, I really 
hope that I can make it to states,” 
said varsity player Yago Pellon.
 Every time you play a 
sport just remember you are not 
doing this for your friends and 
family, it is all because you choose 
to do something for yourself.
  “My favorite thing 
to do is scrimmaging. All I 
want to do this year is have a 
great season with my team,” 
said varsity player Ryan Lutz. 
 

Hacking Down The Competition 
by Sarah Pender
~Staff Reporter As spring comes upon 

us, spring sports come with it.  
One of the sports that girls are 
looking forward to is girls soccer. 
 “I’ve been playing 
soccer for 7 years. I played for 
fun at first and decided to make 
it become competitive,” said 
freshman Salma Castellano. 
 A lot of eye coordina-
tion and quickness are required in 
the game. The game is meant for 
players to understand the posi-
tions and fundamentals on and off 
the field. The players have to fo-
cus on the ball and plays that are 
being called on the field. You also 
have to have a passion and dedi-
cation to play the sport. But really, 
you should have a dedication and 
passion for any sport you play. 
 “My younger sister in-
spires me because she goes out-
side and practices for hours. This-
gives me inspiration not only to be 
a better player, but a better sister,” 
said freshman Jewel Reynolds.  
 You need to be good 
with eye coordination, fast re-
flexes, strong minded, and good 
footwork. Liberty’s girls soccer 
team is hardworking and deter-

mined to get every play right.
Soccer will make you work ev-
ery muscle in you. Everyone who 
plays soccer must have soccer 
in his/her schedule. 
 “I’ve played for 11 years 
and thought it would be fun if I 
continued playing. I’m really 
excited to try out for Liberty,” 
said freshman Bailey Simpson. 
 There is also an inspi-
ration for each player. Why they 
lace those cleats up almost every-
day and go work their hearts out
 “The reason why I 
play soccer is because I want 
to make my mom proud of my 
accomplishments. I eventually 
want to go to UVA to play soc-
cer, that will be a huge accom-
plishment for my mom to be 
proud of,” said Salma Castellano.
 “I play because on 
my cleats it says “4 THE KIDS 
WHO CAN’T”, meaning I play 
for the kids who can’t play like 
kids with diseases or disabil-
ities. So I take it as a bless-
ing that I can play a sport,”
said freshman Bianca Purpura.
 Six freshman have made 

the Liberty girls 2017 soccer team. 
The freshmen on  the team are: 
Claire Duckworth, Carmella Gar-
ner, Cyan Marek, Bianca Purpu-
ra, Bailey Simpson, and Makayla 
Zanders. Girls soccer works non 
stop to achieve their goals. 
 Every play-
er has a starting point on 
where they found this sport. 
 “I never played soccer 
during my childhood. I most-
ly played field hockey in mid-
dle school and high school. I 
then started playing soccer in 
college,” said Coach Larsen.
 “I started to play soc-
cer like any kid trying out 
sports, but I loved it as soon as I 
played and continued with soc-
cer from that point on. I’d love 
to play soccer in college. It’s 
been my dream to do so, and I 
would love to play soccer. The 
sport itself inspires me to play,” 
said sophomore Noelle Crane.
 This year’s girls soc-
cer team has high hopes to be 
greater than ever. They are 
working hard to do the best they 
can to make this season count.  

On Track
by Zachary Learnard

~Staff Reporter
 With the end of win-
ter track nearing, and the spring 
track season on it’s way, the 
team and coaches are filled 
with excitement. They put 
themselves through strenuous 
amounts of effort to become as 
fast as they can be. Track helps 
students grow along with the 
team, but as individuals as well. 
 “It’s helped my so-
cial skills grow and made 
me more comfortable around 
random people. It also intro-
duced me to a lot of people and 
helped me make good friends,” 
said junior Sharayah Jackson. 
 But being a part of 
the track team helps the team 
grow as students as well.
 “It helped me gain more 
responsibility and manage my 
time more wisely,” said junior 
Jessie Smith. And at times, when 
the workload is too much, or the 
student is having trouble in one 
of their classes, the coaches will 
let those students do what they 
need to get done as students.
  “Our coach let’s us 
be students before athletes,” 
said junior Stuart Digges. 
 Some believe that there 
is still room for improvement. 
 “I don’t believe I’ve 

been too well this season, since I 
don’t think I’ve put enough effort 
into it,” says junior Chris King.  
 The students who are 
part of our track team have mixed 
results of what happens each 
night after practice. This can be 
difficult for these students, es-
pecially those who are enrolled 
in any AP or honors courses. 
 “Just stay up a little 
bit longer, and make it work,” 
said Sharayah Jackson. How-
ever some students are simply 
out of energy, by this point.
 “Some nights, I’m too 
tired because of practice, and can’t 
get all my work done,” said Jessie 
Smith. Others are able to manage 
their time wisely, and get their 
work done in time after practice.
  “We get home at 5;15, so 
we have plenty of time to get our 
work done,” said Stuart Digges. 
 Either way, it is always 
the student's’ responsibility to get 
all the work done. However this 
does not take out the fact of the 
amount of effort and work that 
the track team puts into action.
 “Winter track is doing 
very well,” said Coach Lehr, 

 “We have eighteen 
students going to regionals 
now.” Regionals have just re-
cently occurred, and we’ve 
had people from both girls and 
boys teams that have qualified. 
 The following boys 
were selected for Regionals: Ryan 
Arey, Markel Gaskins, Ja’Von 
White, Chris King, Ryan Lutz, 
Joey Sloan, Jessie Smith, Yago 
Pellon, and Zach Wilkins.   
 The following girls were 
selected for Regionals: Claire 
Duckworth, Sharayah Jackson, 
Tenaisha Johnson, Kristeena Ken-
ny, Cindy Garcia, Lauren Sams, 
Bianca Purpura, Tessa Trow-
bridge, and Autumn Johnson. 
And while at regionals, Autumn 
set the record for Liberty High 
School, and beat her own record. 
Winter track then continues for 
girls as we send them off to States.
Those continuing in spring are 
filled with courage and deter-
mination for this new season. 
The coaches are ready too. 
 “It’s a brand new season, 
the events are different, 
and we see new faces.”  
It’ll take a lot of hard work and 
effort. We keep our expectations 
high,” said Coach Blackman.. 

Varsity player Khata Kraiwan intercepts a pass from going to the 
opposing team. Photo courtesy of Talon Yearbook Staff.
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Girls Lacrosse Charges the Field

by Julia Hoffman
~Staff Reporter Spring is here, and for 

many girls in school, so is their 
favorite sport. Girls lacrosse has 
been conditioning and practicing 
for the season since late Janu-
ary. Many girls trying out are 
new to the sport and have many 
goals for themselves this season.
	 “This	 is	 my	 first	 time	
playing lacrosse and I love it. 
This year, I really just want to get 
a feel for the sport and learn how 
to play. I have been getting bet-
ter through the conditionings they 
hold, it is also a good way for 
me to bond with the other girls,” 

said jv player Alexis Poirier.
 Some of the girls have 
played lacrosse before and think 
that making the team will be super 
exciting and a good experience.
 “I have been playing 
lacrosse for three years and I 
am really trying to make varsi-
ty,” said jv player Mallie Lanier.
 This year, many stu-
dents have joined the team and 
are very excited to be playing.  
Lots of players that are play-
ing	 came	 from	 field	 hockey.	
 “I tried out last year 
for lacrosse because my friends 

said	 it	 was	 very	 similar	 to	 field	
hockey. They were wrong, but 
I grew to love lacrosse more 
than	 field	 hockey,”	 said	 var-
sity player Jordan Hadler.
 This year one of the 
main goals for the team is to work 
on bonding and communicating 
with defense and also the goal-
ie. If they become successful in 
their goal, that means the team 
will be able to protect the goals 
better and also make more shots. 
 “At practice, we work to-
gether and have lots of fun. I think 

the the team will do great this year 
because of all the hard work the 
girls are putting in,” said Lanier. 
  All of the girls are 
excited for the season and are 
working really hard to go far as a 
team and bring many wins home. 
 “I really love the girls 
that I play with. The teamwork 
is amazing, we have so much 
fun while also being active,” said 
Varsity player Angele Cipriotti.
 For many girls, la-
crosse is their escape. It helps 
them relieve stress and also gives 
them many friends to lean on in 

and out of season. Some of the 
girls love the sport because it 
is so competitive and thrilling.
 “I love playing la-
crosse because it helps me 
open up to people and I like 
the rush it gives,” said varsi-
ty player Mikaylah Groger. 
  All of the girls 
are hoping to make new 
friendships and everlasting 
bonds with their teammates. 
 “My teammates are all 
very kind and are very positive,”-
said    jv player Emma Miller. 
 

Boys Lacrosse Goes
Coast to Coast 

by Dylan Huggins
~Staff Reporter

 If you are looking for 
a sport that involves action, la-
crosse is for you. With a fairly 
young team, the boys lacrosse 
team is showing a lot of prom-
ise. There are very few seniors 
on the team this year. With team 
conditioning in the winter, the 
team hopes to improve tremen-
dously this upcoming season.
 Since last year did not 
turn out to be the best year, the 
team has worked incredibly hard 
in	 the	 offseason	 and	 have	 de-
veloped a very good chemistry 
between each other. The team 
has had winter practices because 
they want to get their condition-
ing levels up so they can per-
form to the best of their abilities.
 A decent number of 
the lacrosse players decid-
ed to play lacrosse because it 
helps them with other sports.  
 “Lacrosse is fast paced 
and fun but we hit each other a lot 
though,” said senior Justin Grable.  
 Lacrosse is a lot 
like football for that reason.
 “It is easy some-
times but when I mess up I 
get frustrated.” said Grable.  
 Lacrosse is a game 
that is not all physical but must 
require mental strength. Ex-
treme focus and concentration 
is required in order to catch the 
ball and make precision passes.
 Unfortunately for this 
season, there is no junior varsity 
team.  There was not enough of 
freshmen and sophomores that 
tried out to make a jv team.  The 
roster has only eighteen players.  

There are normally six play-
ers	 needed	 for	 offense	 and	 sev-
en for defense.  If you take out 
those thirteen players needed to 
be	on	 the	field,	 they	would	only	
have	 five	 players	 on	 the	 bench.
The brand new freshmen and 
sophomores might not get as much 
playing time as they would on jv.  
 Lacrosse practices are 
typically fun for some, but be-
ing on the team requires a lot of 
commitment to be on the team.
 “It is a lot of hard work,” 
said sophomore Trey Keys.  
   “We run passing drills 
for the beginning of practice, 
then	 we	 work	 on	 our	 offense	
and how you should pass and 
move the ball and at the same 
time practice our defense,” 
said sophomore Jake Waldo.    
 The players have many 
goals for this season as well. 
 “My goal is to win 
some games,” said Keys. 
  “I hope we can work pro-
ficiently	as	a	 team,”	 said	Waldo.		
	 This	 offseason,	 the	
players have developed a very 
good chemistry with one anoth-
er.  They have gotten along well 
so far and share respect with one 
another.  This trait could bring 
them to success this season.
 “I play because I 
love lacrosse,” said Keys.  
 The players have a 
great commitment unlike any 
other.  Practice will be tough 
during the season but the play-
ers seem up to the challenge to 
take	 the	 fight	 to	 their	 opponents	
and be victorious this season.  
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The “Valued Opinions” column is a place for all students to 

express viewpoints on current topical issues. We invite you to 
participate if you feel strongly about an issue that pertains to the 

school community! 
Contact Ms. Miller in Room 264 if you would like to submit

 your opinion for publication. Please note that opinions                               
expressed are of the writer only, not of the Patriot Press Staff.

Stereotyping… Seriously, Why?
by Zachary Learnard

~Staff Reporter

 Stereotypes are ev-
erywhere. Either on the inter-
net or in the real world, you’re 
bound to come across many. 
There are stereotypes for ev-
erything. Racial background, 
religion, gender, age, national-
ity. Honestly, to me, it seems as 
if humanity has nothing better 
to do but judge people because 
of their beliefs and lifestyles. I 
think it’s absolutely ridiculous.

Racial stereotypes are 
probably the most common and 
offensive of all stereotypes used 
in today’s society. Some typical 
stereotypes may claim that one 
group is “violent” or another is  
“brash.” Some stereotypes are 
used against Americans as well. 
A very common stereotype used 
around the world is that all Amer-
icans are out of shape and lazy. 

Other stereotypes may 
seem positive, but are still harm-
ful. Assuming those with certain  
backgrounds will excel in math or 
science is just as offensive  as more 
typically negative assumptions. 

The critical lesson here 
is to not assume anything about 
anyone just based on their race or 

nationality. Take the time to assess 
others on  meaningful things such 
as personality, interests, and  how 
they treat others around them.

Religious stereotypes 
are thrown all over the place 
in our world today as well. 

It seems as if more than 
half the world thinks that every 
Muslim is a terrorist that lashes 
out at anyone who does not fol-
low the Quran. I would first like 
to say that this is blatantly false. 
Yes, there are Muslim extremist 
groups in our world, but not ev-
ery Muslim is out to destroy the 
western world.These groups have 
given Islam a bad name. Islam 
is not a religion of violence. Ac-
cording to the Quran, Islam is a 
religion of submission. Submis-
sion does not mean being violent.

Before you make as-
sumptions about those who 
follow any religion, educate 
yourself about the religion.

  Islam isn’t the only re-
ligion that is stereotyped. Many 
assume certain things, both pos-
itive and negative, about those of 
other faiths as well.  
  These religions 

have no intent to hurt us. They 
may just have different beliefs 
and ways of viewing the uni-
verse.     
         You shouldn’t prejudge a reli-
gion based on what you’ve heard 
and seen. You should try learning 
more about the religion first. In 
reality, most religions instigate 
peace. Again, their views of the 
world might be different from our 
own. Isn’t that the point of being 
part of a religious group? To have 
belief in what you feel is right? 

Long story short, we 
need to respect each other. We’re 
all different people, and you can’t 
change someone just because 
you don’t like the way they act 
or look, nor insult them for being 
themselves. We are different, but 
the same. We’re human. We have 
fears. Goals. Emotions. Thoughts. 
I feel as if it’s more important for 
people to realize what we have in 
common with others, as a species, 
and learn to respect those who 
are different from us. Isn’t that 
what makes humanity special?

One widely discussed 
topic today that people are con-
cerned about is national security, 
especially concerning terrorism.  
I believe that national security 
should be our number one priority, 
and our acceptance of immigrants 
should reflect that fact.  

I believe that immi-
grants that have filed paperwork 
and are legal to come to the Unit-
ed States should be welcomed 
into the country. Legal immi-
grants can work, thus improving 
our society. The problem with the 
current system is that many ille-
gal immigrants are coming into 
the country. It’s an insult to any-
one who is trying to come here 
legally.  I believe that President 
Trump’s plan of building a wall 
could be a smart plan because 
it could help with our security.

Mexico is hypocritical if 
they do not want us to build a wall 
to their north.  They have some bar-
riers on their own southern border 
with Central America that they 
built, and they deport anyone that 
comes into their country illegally.  

When President 
Trump’s wall is finished, secu-
rity should  be improved.  This 
is also important to keep po-
tential terrorists from sneak-
ing illegally into the country.  

In order to further se-
cure our nation, President Trump 
issued an executive order that 
many people, who disagree or 

are opposed to it  call a “Muslim 
Ban.” The six countries that he 
banned were Iran, Syria, Yemen, 
Somalia, Libya, and Sudan. Yes, 
these are countries that all con-
tain a large majority of Muslims, 
but what people fail to realize is 
that this can not simply be a Mus-
lim ban because the five leading 
countries in the world for Muslim 
population are Indonesia,  Paki-
stan, India, Bangladesh, and Ni-
geria.  None of these countries 
were affected by the President’s 
executive order.  These countries 
are not as much of a threat of ter-
rorism to other people as the other 
seven countries that were banned, 
so most of the world’s Muslim 
population is unaffected.  This ban 
is only supposed to be in effect 
for 90-120 days until better vet-
ting processes can be put in place. 

The reason President 
Trump banned these countries is 
because they are at a high risk 
for terrorism.  These countries do 
not have stable governments that 
can screen and vet their own citi-
zens. That is why he banned these 
countries.  It is not that he hates 
the people in these regions, but he 
does not want terrorism coming 
into our country and hurting the 
American people.  This is a chance 
that the United States cannot take.  

As an American cit-
izen, I believe that security 
is our first priority and ev-
erything else comes second.

Respect, but Protect
by Dylan Huggins
~Staff Reporter

Don’t Judge A Book by Its Cover
By: Alyssa Brennan

~Staff Reporter
 I’ve started at Liber-
ty High School recently. I’ve 
moved schools a lot, so I know 
how this whole thing works. 
You walk in feeling nervous, 
meet new teachers, say hel-
lo to multiple people, and an-
swer the same questions all day:
 “Hi, are you new here?” 
“Where did you come from?” 
“Why did you move here?”
 That was basically every 
conversation I have had on my 
first, second, and even third day 
at every school that I have trans-
ferred to, which is the norm for 

me, so it really isn’t as bothersome 
as it used to be. I don’t really even 
have to think about my answers 
because I know the questions be-
fore they are asked; and no, I’m 
not psychic. I expected Liberty 
High School to be the same, but 
surprisingly my conversations 
were a little longer than usual.  
People actually wanted to get to 
know me instead of pretending to 
care and then going on about their 
day. It is nice being able to feel 
like you belong in a new school 
instead of feeling like an outsider.
 One thing I was really 

worried about was being able to 
find my classes. Have you ever 
had that dream before the first 
day of school where you show 
up to school without your stuff, 
or you aren’t able to find your 
classes? I have those a lot, and 
it freaks me out. This is an ex-
tremely large school compared 
to many of my previous ones, so 
I was almost certain I would get 
lost. Fortunately, students that I 
had a previous class with helped 
me  find my classes. Some would 
even walk with me to class.
 I will say that the caf-

eteria situation got to me on my 
first day, and my second day (you 
know what, it still gets to me). 
It was so chaotic and I had no 
idea where to go, what to grab, 
if there was even a line I had 
to stand in- nothing. Everyone 
was running everywhere with 
only one thing in mind: food. 
In spite of the chaos, I found 
my way with the help of others!
 I know, this all sounds 
cheesy. You think that people 
aren’t that nice, or Liberty isn’t 
that great of a school, or I’m just 
writing this to make my teacher 

happy. Although, in full honesty, 
as a new student, with an open 
mind and different perspective 
about Liberty, it really is a great 
school. You all have just been 
here for a long time, so you ac-
tually have a biased opinion. 
 All in all, now that I 
have been to Liberty for a lit-
tle bit, I can truly say that you 
in fact shouldn’t judge a book 
by its cover, because what’s 
good and beautiful is all inside. 
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Ever done anything you felt your peers 
should know? Do you have some pe-
culiar talents or a special feat you can 
perform? Perhaps you have ties to a ce-
lebrity or have performed in some spei-
cal event. Well, my friends, now is your 
time to shine. This year, the “Did You 
Know?” section in the Patriot Press will 
exclusively feature Liberty students! 
Feel free to come find us any time during 
the day and tell us some amazing facts 
about you and we’ll be happy to write 

down your unique story!
This month’s topic: What is your 
favorite thing about springtime?

If you have an event you would like included on our 
monthly calendar; email the information to us at 

libertyhspublications@gmail.com

Back Page        

Juila Crafford says her favorite 
thing about springtime is going to 

Easter dinner at her grandmother’s.

Olivia Ryan says her favorite part 
about springtime is going to 

baseball games with her brother.

Caylin Hill says her favorite part 
about spring is going on Easter egg 

hunts during Easter.

Alan Sorto says his favorite thing 
to do in the spring is hang out with 

friends.

Bryan Barnes says his favorite 
thing about springtime is playing 

football with friends.

Dayne Dye says his favorite thing 
to do during springtime is go to the 

movies.

Amy Sheehan says her favorite 
thing to do during springtime is play 

softball with friends.

Anna Castro says her favorite thing 
to do in the spring is go to the mall.

Casey Edmonson said that his 
favortive thing about spring is being 

able to out and play football.

Brooke Leonard says that her 
favortive thing about spring is 
getting to be hang out with her 

friends outside.

Kaleigh Tunnell says that her 
favortive thing abour spring is the 

flowers.

March/April
March 17: District Choral Assessment, Entrepreneurship Class Trip, LHS Boys Tennis @ Fauquier, LHS Girls Tennis vs 

Fauquier
March 18: After Prom Bingo

March 20: LHS Boys Soccer @ Fauquier, LHS Girls Soccer vs Fauquier
March 21: LHS Girls Lacrosse vs Fluvanna, LHS Boys Lacrosse @ Fluvanna

March 23: HS 2nd Marking Period Report Card Term 2, NHS Blood Drive in the Cafeteria, LHS Softball JV @ Millbrook, 
LHS Track and Field @ Eastern View, LHS Girls Lacrosse @ Charlottesville, LHS Baseball Varsity vs Millbrook, LHS Soft-

ball Varsity vs Millbrook, LHS Baseball JV @ Millbrook
March 24: County Orchestra, DECA/FBLA trip @ D.C. Newseum, Verizon Center, LHS Boy Tennis @ Fauquier, LHS Boys 
Soccer @ Fauquier, LHS Girls Soccer vs Fauquier, LHS Baseball JV vs Fauquier, LHS Baseball Varsity @ Fauquier, LHS 

Softball Varsity @ Fauquier, World History II Field Trip
March 27: PM LHS Boys Lacrosse vs Riverbend, LHS Softball JV @ Stonewall, LHS Softball Varsity vs Stonewall

March 28: LHS Girls Lacrosse vs Rockridge
March 29: LHS Boys Tennis vs Champe, LHS Girls Tennis @ Champe, LHS Track & Field @ Culpeper, LHS Boys Soccer 
vs Champe,  LHS Baseball JV @ Champe, LHS Baseball Varsity vs Champe,  LHS Girls Soccer @ Champe LHS Softball 

Varsity vs Champe 
March 30: DECA Spirit Night at Chick Fil A, LHS Boys Tennis vs Spotsylvania

April 4: LHS Boys Tennis vs Kettle Run,  LHS Girls Tennis @ Kettle Run, LHS Boys Soccer vs Kettle Run, LHS Girls 
Soccer @ Kettle Run, LHS Baseball JV @ Kettle Run, LHS Baseball Varsity vs Kettle Run, LHS Baseball Varsity vs Kettle 

Run, LHS Softball Varsity vs Kettle Run 
April 5: LHS Boys Tennis @ Freedom, LHS Girls Tennis vs Freedom, LHS Track & Field @ Brentsville, LHS Girls Soccer 

vs Freedom, LHS Baseball Varsity @ Freedom, LHS Softball Varsity @ Freedom, LHS Girls Lacrosse vs Osbourn
April 6: LHS Boys Lacrosse vs Osbourn, LHS Girls Lacrosse vs James Monroe

April 7: LHS Boys Soccer @ Freedom, LHS Softball JV @ Tuscarora, LHS Softball Varsity vs Tuscarora
April 10-14: Spring Break--No school 

April 17: NHS SPCA Drive
April 18: LHS Boys Tennis, Girl’s Tennis @ Eastern View, LHS Baseball JV @ Eastern View, LHS Boys Soccer vs Eastern 
View, LHS Girls Lacrosse @ Culpeper, LHS Girls Soccer @ Eastern View, LHS Baseball Varsity vs Eastern View, LHS Boys 

Lacrosse vs Culpeper, LHS Softball JV @ Eastern View, LHS Softball Varsity vs Eastern View
April 20: LHS Boys Tennis and Girl’s Tennis @ Culpeper, LHS Baseball Varsity @ Culpeper, LHS Boys Soccer @ Cul-
peper, LHS Girls Soccer vs Culpeper, LHS Baseball JV vs Culpeper, LHS Softball JV vs Culpeper, LHS Softball Varsity @ 

Culpeper
April 21: SCA Powder Puff Football, Boys Soccer@ Manassas Park, LHS Girls Soccer vs Manassas Park, LHS Baseball 
JV vs Manassas Park, LHS Baseball Varsity @ Manassas Park, LHS Boys Lacrosse vs Eastern View, LHS Softball JV vs 

Manassas Park, LHS Softball Varsity @ Manassas Park, Wizard of Oz Performance 


